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2. CERTIFICATION INFORMATION 

Description of organisation certification 

This organisation certification is for the business operations of Sustainable Savings Pty Ltd, ABN 21 604 

401 103. 

The operational boundary has been defined based on an operational control test, in accordance with the 

principles of the National Greenhouse and Energy Reporting Act 2007. The includes the following 

locations and facilities: 

• Level 1, 46 Magill Road, Norwood 5067 SA 

This Public Disclosure Statement includes information for CY2023 reporting period. 

Organisation description 

Sustainable Savings (ABN: 21 604 401 103) was formed in 2015 with the aim of implementing proven 

solutions for reducing negative environmental impacts. We design and provide holistic energy solutions, 

including energy efficiency measures, solar PV, and billing optimisation. Our child company, Energy 

Buster, established in 2019, focusses on the residential and small business (SME) markets for these 

solutions. We also set up and manage embedded networks under Utility Shop branding.  

The emission boundary in this document is for the business operations of Sustainable Savings only, and 

therefore the boundary is defined by operational control. 

Climate Active certification for the operations of Energy Buster is completed separately and began in 

CY2020. Our office is located in Adelaide, South Australia. Whilst we have capability in other states 

through the engagement of contractors, we no longer have any staff in other states.  

  

https://abr.business.gov.au/ABN/View/21604401103
https://abr.business.gov.au/ABN/View/21604401103
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3. EMISSIONS BOUNDARY 

This is a small organisation certification, which uses the standard Climate Active small organisation 

emissions boundary.  

Inside the emissions boundary  

All emission sources listed in the emissions boundary are part of the carbon neutral claim. 

Quantified emissions have been assessed as relevant and are quantified in the carbon inventory. This 

may include emissions that are not identified as arising due to the operations of the certified entity, 

however are optionally included.  

Non-quantified emissions have been assessed as relevant and are captured within the emissions 

boundary, but are not measured (quantified) in the carbon inventory. All material emissions are accounted 

for through an uplift factor. Further detail is available at Appendix C.   

Outside the emissions boundary  

Excluded emissions are those that have been assessed as not relevant to the organisation’s operations 

and are outside of its emissions boundary or are outside of the scope of the certification. These emissions 

are not part of the carbon neutral claim. Further detail is available at Appendix D.   
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Outside emission 

boundary  

Excluded 

N/A 

Quantified 

• Stationary energy and 

fuels 

• Electricity 

• Accommodation 

• Carbon neutral products 

and services 

• Cleaning and chemicals 

• Food 

• ICT services and 

equipment 

• Professional services 

• Land and sea transport 

• Office equipment and 

supplies 

• Postage, courier and 

freight 

• Refrigerants 

• Transport (air) 

• Transport (land and sea) 

• Waste 

• Water  

• Products 

• Working from home 

• Machinery and vehicles 

 

 

Non-quantified 

N/A  

Inside emissions boundary 

Optionally included  

N/A 
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4. EMISSIONS REDUCTIONS 

Emissions reduction strategy 

Sustainable Savings aims to reduce absolute emissions by 30% by CY2030 from our 2019 base year 

across all scopes, with a focus on the main emissions sources, being those associated with Transport, 

Professional Services, and ICT Services & Equipment. 

Transport 

Sustainable Savings will encourage the transition of both fleet and private vehicles to EVs or hybrids. 

Currently, Sustainable Savings already has a large proportion of hybrids within their fleet, and they will 

look to phase out older ICE vehicles. Sustainable Savings aims to reduce emissions associated with 

company-controlled fuels by 75% by 2030 from our 2019 base year. 

Professional Services 

Sustainable Savings will focus on engaging with consultants and other professional service providers that 

are either Climate Active Carbon Neutral, or are actively engaged in quantifying and reducing their 

emission profiles. By engaging in this way Sustainable Savings will be able to positively affect their supply 

chain. Sustainable Savings aims to reduce emissions by 25% by CY2030 from 2021 – this later base year 

than 2019 is due to the fact that not all current Professional Services emission sources were not included 

in Sustainable Savings’ emissions boundary until this CY2021 reporting period. 

ICT Services & Equipment 

Sustainable Savings will develop a green procurement policy by 2025 that prioritises the purchase of 

goods that have lower carbon footprints, or purchase refurbished or recycled components where possible. 

Additionally, Sustainable Savings will try to align with suppliers that report on their emissions profiles to 

provide greater accuracy in data collection. By purchasing from suppliers that report on their emissions 

(e.g. Apple & Lenovo) Sustainable Savings hope to be able to apply supplier specific emission factors for 

the products that they purchase. These more accurate emission factors, and the implementation of a 

Green Procurement policy, should help Sustainable Savings reach it’s emissions reductions target 

associated with ICT Services & Equipment of 15% by 2030 from 2021 base level.  

 

Emissions reduction actions 

N/A 
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5. EMISSIONS SUMMARY  

Emissions over time 

Emissions since base year 

  
Total tCO2-e  
(without uplift) 

Total tCO2-e  
 (with uplift) 

Base year / 
Year 1:   

CY2019 141.1 148.2 

Year 2: CY2020 59.3 62.2 

Year 3 CY2021 58.7 61.6 

Year 4:  CY2022 27.4 28.8 

Year 5:  CY2023 19.2 21.2 (retired 28) 

Significant changes in emissions 
 

Residential and small business installations and sales were all transitioned across to Energy Buster Pty 

Ltd over the past few years. 

Use of Climate Active carbon neutral products, services, buildings or 
precincts  

N/A 
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Emissions summary  

The electricity summary is available in the Appendix B. Electricity emissions were calculated using a 

market-based approach  

Emission category 
Scope 1 

emissions 
(tCO2-e) 

Scope 2 
emissions 

(tCO2-e) 

Scope 3 
emissions 

(tCO2-e) 

Total 
emissions  
(t CO2-e) 

Accommodation and facilities 0.00 0.00 0.19 0.19 

Cleaning and Chemicals 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Climate Active carbon neutral products and 
services 

0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Construction Materials and Services 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Electricity 0.00 1.94 0.24 2.18 

Food 0.00 0.00 0.33 0.33 

Horticulture and Agriculture 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

ICT services and equipment 0.00 0.00 6.79 6.79 

Machinery and vehicles 0.00 0.00 0.42 0.42 

Office equipment & supplies 0.00 0.00 0.53 0.53 

Postage, courier and freight 0.00 0.00 0.23 0.23 

Products 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Professional Services 0.00 0.00 6.40 6.40 

Refrigerants 0.03 0.00 0.00 0.03 

Roads and landscape 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Stationary Energy (gaseous fuels) 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Stationary Energy (liquid fuels) 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Stationary Energy (solid fuels) 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Transport (Air) 0.00 0.00 0.79 0.79 

Transport (Land and Sea) 0.26 0.00 1.06 1.33 

Waste 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Water 0.00 0.00 0.06 0.06 

Working from home 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Total emissions (tCO2-e) 0.29 1.94 17.06 19.30 

  

  



 

 Sustainable Savings 10  

Uplift factors  

An uplift factor was applied as Sustainable Saving is a small organisation certification. Small organisations 

require a 5% uplift to the emissions total.  

An uplift factor is an upwards adjustment to the total carbon inventory to account for relevant emissions 

that cannot be reasonably quantified or estimated. This conservative accounting approach helps ensure 

the integrity of the carbon neutral claim. 

Reason for uplift factor tCO2-e 

mandatory 5% uplift for small organisations 0.96  

Additional 5% uplift for small organisations to factor additional buffer as last submission 0.96  

Total of all uplift factors (tCO2-e) 1.93 

Total emissions footprint to offset (tCO2-e)  
(total emissions from summary table + total of all uplift factors) 

21.23 

 

  



 

 Sustainable Savings 11  

6. CARBON OFFSETS 

Eligible offsets retirement summary 
 

Offsets retired for Climate Active certification 

Type of offset units Eligible quantity (used for this reporting period) Percentage of total 

Verified Carbon Units (VCUs) 28 100% 

 

 

 

Project description 
Type of 
offset 
units 

Registry Date retired 
Serial number (and 
hyperlink to registry 
transaction record) 

Vintage 
Stapled 
quantity 

Eligible 
quantity 
retired 

(tCO2-e) 

Eligible 
quantity used 
for previous 

reporting 
periods 

Eligible 
quantity 

banked for 
future reporting 

periods 

Eligible 
quantity used 

for this 
reporting 

period 

Percentage of 
total (%) 

Ningxia Angli Lingwu 

Photovoltaic Grid 

Connected Power Plant 

Project 

VCU VERRA 26 Aug 2024 

11819-360239694-

360239721-VCS-VCU-324-

VER-CN-1-1143-01012018-

30112018-0  

2018 28 28 0 0 28 100% 

 Total eligible offsets retired and used for this report 28  

 Total eligible offsets retired this report and banked for use in future reports 0   

https://registry.verra.org/myModule/rpt/myrpt.asp?r=206&h=257126
https://registry.verra.org/myModule/rpt/myrpt.asp?r=206&h=257126
https://registry.verra.org/myModule/rpt/myrpt.asp?r=206&h=257126
https://registry.verra.org/myModule/rpt/myrpt.asp?r=206&h=257126
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Co-benefits 
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7. RENEWABLE ENERGY CERTIFICATE (REC) SUMMARY  

Renewable Energy Certificate (REC) summary 

N/A 

 

The following RECs have been surrendered to reduce electricity emissions under the market-based reporting method. 

 

1. Large-scale Generation certificates (LGCs)* 0 

2.  
 

* LGCs in this table only include those surrendered voluntarily (including through PPA arrangements), and does not include those surrendered in relation to the LRET, GreenPower, and jurisdictional 

renewables.  

 

Project supported by 

LGC purchase 

Project 

location 

Eligible 

unit type 
Registry Surrender date Accreditation code 

Certificate 

serial number 

Generation 

year 
Fuel source Quantity (MWh) 

          

Total LGCs surrendered this report and used in this report  
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APPENDIX A: ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

N/A 

  



 

 Sustainable Savings 15  

APPENDIX B: ELECTRICITY SUMMARY 

There are two international best-practice methods for calculating electricity emissions – the location-based 

method and the market-based method. Reporting electricity emissions under both methods is called dual 

reporting. 

Dual reporting of electricity emissions is useful, as it provides different perspectives of the emissions 

associated with a business’s electricity usage. 

Location-based method: 

The location-based method provides a picture of a business’s electricity emissions in the context of its 

location, and the emissions intensity of the electricity grid it relies on. It reflects the average emissions 

intensity of the electricity grid in the location (State) in which energy consumption occurs. The location-

based method does not allow for any claims of renewable electricity from grid-imported electricity usage. 

Market-based method: 

The market-based method provides a picture of a business’s electricity emissions in the context of its 

renewable energy investments. It reflects the emissions intensity of different electricity products, markets 

and investments. It uses a residual mix factor (RMF) to allow for unique claims on the zero emissions 

attribute of renewables without double-counting.  

For this certification, electricity emissions have been set by using the market-based approach 
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Market-based approach summary        

Market-based approach  Activity Data (kWh) 
Emissions  
(kg CO2-e) 

Renewable 
percentage of 

total 

Behind the meter consumption of electricity generated 0 0 0% 

Total non-grid electricity  0 0 0% 

LGC Purchased and retired (kWh) (including PPAs) 0 0 0% 

GreenPower 0 0 0% 

Climate Active precinct/building (voluntary renewables) 0 0 0% 

Precinct/Building (LRET) 0 0 0% 

Precinct/Building jurisdictional renewables (LGCS 
surrendered) 

0 0 0% 

Electricity products (voluntary renewables) 0 0 0% 

Electricity products (LRET) 0 0 0% 

Electricity products jurisdictional renewables (LGCs 
surrendered) 

0 0 0% 

Jurisdictional renewables (LGCs surrendered)  0 0 0% 

Jurisdictional renewables (LRET) (applied to ACT grid 
electricity)  

0 0 0% 

Large Scale Renewable Energy Target (applied to grid 
electricity only)  561 0 19% 

Residual Electricity  2,400 2,184 0% 

Total renewable electricity (grid + non grid) 561 0 19% 

Total grid electricity  2,961 2,184 19% 

Total electricity (grid + non grid) 2,961 2,184 19% 

Percentage of residual electricity consumption under 
operational control 

100%   

Residual electricity consumption under operational 
control 2,400 2,184 

 

    Scope 2 2,136 1,944 
 

    Scope 3 (includes T&D emissions from consumption 
under operational control) 264 240 

 

Residual electricity consumption not under 
operational control 0 0 

 

    Scope 3 0 0 . 

 

Total renewables (grid and non-grid) 
18.96% 

Mandatory  18.96% 

Voluntary  0.00% 

Behind the meter  0.00% 

Residual scope 2 emissions (t CO2-e) 1.94 

Residual scope 3 emissions (t CO2-e) 0.24 

Scope 2 emissions liability (adjusted for already offset carbon neutral 
electricity) (t CO2-e) 

1.94 

Scope 3 emissions liability (adjusted for already offset carbon neutral 
electricity) (t CO2-e) 

0.24 

Total emissions liability (t CO2-e) 

2.18 

Figures may not sum due to rounding. Renewable percentage can be above 100%   
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Location-based approach summary  
Location-based approach  Activity 

Data 
(kWh) 
total 

Under operational control Not under 
operational control 

Percentage of grid electricity consumption under 
operational control 

100% (kWh) 
Scope 2 

Emissions 
(kgCO2-e) 

Scope 3 
Emissions 
(kgCO2-e) 

(kWh) 
Scope 3 

Emissions 
(kgCO2-e) 

SA 
2,961 2,961 740 237 0 0 

Grid electricity (scope 2 and 3)  2,961 2,961 740 237 0 0 

SA 0 0 0 0   

Non-grid electricity (behind the meter) 0 0 0 0   

Total electricity (grid + non grid) 
2,961      

 

Residual scope 2 emissions (t CO2-e) 
0.74 

Residual scope 3 emissions (t CO2-e) 
0.24 

Scope 2 emissions liability (adjusted for already offset carbon neutral electricity) (t CO2-e) 
0.74 

Scope 3 emissions liability (adjusted for already offset carbon neutral electricity) (t CO2-e) 
0.24 

Total emissions liability  

0.98 

 

Operations in Climate Active buildings and precincts   
Operations in Climate Active buildings and precincts  Electricity consumed in 

Climate Active certified 
building/precinct (kWh) 

Emissions  
(kg CO2-e) 

 
0 0 

Climate Active carbon neutral electricity is not renewable electricity. These electricity emissions have been offset by another Climate 
Active member through their building or precinct certification. This electricity consumption is also included in the market based and 
location-based summary tables. Any electricity that has been sourced as renewable electricity by the building/precinct under the 
market-based method is outlined as such in the market-based summary table. 

 

Climate Active carbon neutral electricity products     
Climate Active carbon neutral electricity product used  Electricity claimed from 

Climate Active electricity 
products (kWh) 

Emissions  
(kg CO2-e) 

 
0 0 

Climate Active carbon neutral electricity is not renewable electricity. These electricity emissions have been offset by another Climate 
Active member through their electricity product certification. This electricity consumption is also included in the market based and 
location-based summary tables. Any electricity that has been sourced as renewable electricity by the electricity product under the 
market-based method is outlined as such in the market-based summary table.  
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APPENDIX C: INSIDE EMISSIONS BOUNDARY  

Non-quantified emission sources 

The following emissions sources have been assessed as relevant, are captured within the emissions 

boundary, but are not measured (quantified) in the carbon inventory. They have been non-quantified due 

to one of the following reasons:  

1. Immaterial <1% for individual items and no more than 5% collectively 

2. Cost effective Quantification is not cost effective relative to the size of the emission but uplift applied. 

3. Data unavailable Data is unavailable but uplift applied. A data management plan must be put in place 

to provide data within 5 years.  

4. Maintenance Initial emissions non-quantified but repairs and replacements quantified.  

 

Relevant non-quantified emission 
sources 

Justification reason 

N/A N/A 

  

 

Data management plan for non-quantified sources  

 

There are no non-quantified sources in the emission boundary that require a data management plan.  

  



 

 Sustainable Savings 19  

APPENDIX D: OUTSIDE EMISSIONS BOUNDARY 

Excluded emission sources 

The below emission sources have been assessed as not relevant to this organisation’s operations and are 

outside of its emissions boundary. These emissions are not part of the carbon neutral claim. Emission 

sources considered for relevance must be included within the certification boundary if they meet two of the 

five relevance criteria. Those which only meet one condition of the relevance test can be excluded from 

the certification boundary.  

Emissions tested for relevance are detailed below against each of the following criteria: 

1. Size The emissions from a particular source are likely to be large relative to the organisation’s 

electricity, stationary energy and fuel emissions. 

2. Influence The responsible entity has the potential to influence the reduction of emissions from a 

particular source. 

3. Risk The emissions from a particular source contribute to the organisation’s or precinct’s greenhouse 

gas risk exposure. 

4. Stakeholders Key stakeholders deem the emissions from a particular source are relevant. 

5. Outsourcing The emissions are from outsourced activities previously undertaken within the 

organisation’s boundary, or from outsourced activities typically undertaken within the boundary for 

comparable organisations. 
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Excluded emissions sources summary 

 

 

  

Emission sources 
tested for relevance  
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Justification 

N/A      
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