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DECLARATION To the best of my knowledge, the information provided in this public 
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of the Climate Active Carbon Neutral Standard. 

 

Jeremy Brown 
Chief Executive 
18 December 2025 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Public Disclosure Statement documents are prepared by the submitting organisation. The material in the Public Disclosure 

Statement document represents the views of the organisation and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Commonwealth. 

The Commonwealth does not guarantee the accuracy of the contents of the Public Disclosure Statement document and 

disclaims liability for any loss arising from the use of the document for any purpose.  

Version 10.   
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TOTAL EMISSIONS OFFSET  3,421 tCO2-e  

CARBON OFFSETS USED 5% ACCUs, 95% VCUs 

RENEWABLE ELECTRICITY   N/A 

CARBON ACCOUNT Prepared by: Uniting Communities Inc 

TECHNICAL ASSESSMENT 28/10/2024 (FY2023-24) 
Sustainable Business Consultants 
Next technical assessment due: FY2026/27  
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2. CERTIFICATION INFORMATION 

Description of organisation certification 

This organisation certification is for the business operations of Uniting Communities Incorporated, ABN 33 

174 490 373. This public disclosure statement also includes the information necessary to continue to meet 

the requirements of ongoing Climate Active building certification for U City, through the Green Building 

Council of Australia. This Public Disclosure Statement includes information for the FY2024-25 reporting 

period. 

Organisation description 

Uniting Communities (ABN 33 174 490 373) is an inclusive not-for-profit organisation working alongside 

more than 80,000 South Australians as they strive for a bright future and great lives, supporting them to 

overcome adversity and disadvantage. Our service delivery, advocacy and community building activities 

are central to achieving this. We operate more than 90 community programs across 66 sites in metro and 

regional South Australia, travelling over three million kilometres per year and have a team of over 1,500 

staff and volunteers.  

Uniting Communities supports the needs of individuals and our community including mental health and 

counselling; residential aged care and support for independent living; housing crisis and emergency 

support; disability services; services for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island people; financial and legal; 

alcohol and other drug counselling; family relationships; and respite and carer support.  

Uniting Communities has been committed to reducing its impact on the environment since 2010 when the 

Board of Uniting Communities determined its goal of becoming a certified carbon neutral organisation by 

2015. Our Net Zero 2035 commitment was made in 2021 and relates to all our operations (central 

administration and services).   

In 2015 we became the first registered charity in Australia to become certified carbon neutral and the first 

organisation in South Australia to do so. In 2016, Uniting Communities became a founding partner of 

Carbon Neutral Adelaide and in 2017 were named the first Ambassador of Carbon Neutral Adelaide. We 

are proud of our leadership position and of the additional benefits that we have attained by being carbon 

neutral, including financial savings, enhanced reputation, employee satisfaction, winning awards and 

delivering on contractual requirements for grant funding.  

In 2021, Uniting Communities’ vertical village “U City” became the first whole building to be certified carbon 

neutral in South Australia. Designed and built as a 6 Star Green Star building with the Green Building 

Council of Australia, U City has also won awards for its design and innovation.  

For additional information, see Appendix A.  

The organisation boundary has been prepared in accordance with the operational control approach.  
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Uniting Communities Incorporated

Erwin Vogt Foundation (Controlled 
Entity)

Owned and Operated Facilities

Head Office (Administration, Service 
Delivery, U City Common Areas, Basement 

& Function Centre)

Residential Aged Care  (Glenelg & 
Felixstow)

Community Aged Care Services

Community Services

U City retirement living and serviced 
apartments (base building energy and 

refrigerant only)

U City Accessible Hotel Accommodation

U City commercial leases - offices and retail 
(base building energy and refrigerant only)

Leased Operated Facilities (lessee)

Community Services

Goodwill Stores

Residential housing for youth and Aboriginal 
people
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3. EMISSIONS BOUNDARY 

Inside the emissions boundary  

All emission sources listed in the emissions boundary are part of the carbon neutral claim. 

Quantified emissions have been assessed as relevant and are quantified in the carbon inventory. This 

may include emissions that are not identified as arising due to the operations of the certified entity, 

however are optionally included.  

Non-quantified emissions have been assessed as relevant and are captured within the emissions 

boundary but are not measured (quantified) in the carbon inventory. All material emissions are accounted 

for through an uplift factor. Further detail is available at Appendix C.   

Outside the emissions boundary  

Excluded emissions are those that have been assessed as not relevant to an organisation’s operations 

and are outside of its emissions boundary or are outside of the scope of the certification. These emissions 

are not part of the carbon neutral claim. Further detail is available at Appendix D.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Outside emission 

boundary  

Excluded 

Volunteer travel 

Brokered services and 

consultants 

Quantified 

• Carbon neutral products 

and services 

• Electricity - organisation and 

UCity whole building 

• Office equipment and 

supplies 

• Refrigerants- organisation 

and UCity whole building 

• Stationary energy and fuels 

- organisation and UCity 

whole building 

• Transport (air) 

• Transport (land and sea) 

• Waste - organisation and 

UCity whole building 

• Water - organisation and 

UCity whole building 

• Working from Home 

Non-quantified 

• Food 

• Medical supplies 

Inside emissions boundary 



 

 

 CLIMATE ACTIVE Public Disclosure Statement 

 

 
 

7 

Uniting Communities Incorporated 

 
 
 

 
4. EMISSIONS REDUCTIONS 

Emissions reduction strategy 
Uniting Communities continues to commit to being a Climate Active certified carbon neutral organisation 

and to reducing its emissions per million dollars of revenue based on 2014/15 – its base carbon neutral 

year. To date, a 48% reduction has been achieved since the base year and in this reporting period the 

emissions per million dollars of revenue was 24.8 tCO2e. 

In August 2021, Uniting Communities announced its commitment to be Net Zero by 2035. A detailed Net 

Zero by 2035 Plan, with annual actions, has been developed and is being implemented and monitored 

regularly. The Plan contains the following targets and key actions (shown as bullet points below): 

• Interim target to achieve a 40% reduction in total emissions by 2030. 

Electrification (Scope 1) 

Transition Uniting Communities’ fleet to zero emission vehicles, exploring conversion of high use grey fleet 

to company zero emissions vehicles and supporting staff to purchase zero emission vehicles to enable 

emissions free transport when powered by renewable electricity. 

• Transition all company light passenger vehicle fleet to zero emissions vehicles by 2030. 

• Transition remaining (heavy) vehicle fleet to zero emissions vehicles by 2035. 

Replace gas hot water, heating and appliances with electric systems to maximise the use of renewable 

energy. 

• Convert all gas hot water systems at Uniting Communities’ owned properties to electric heat 

pumps by 2030. 

Renewable electricity (Scope 2) 

• Purchase 100% renewable electricity for major owned sites via a power purchase agreement 

(PPA) or similar mechanism as soon as economically feasible and install on-site solar at Uniting 

Communities leased sites, where feasible. 

• In the interim, explore purchasing GreenPower for owned sites. 

Other emissions reduction priorities 

• Continue implementation of energy efficiency initiatives across all Uniting Communities’ facilities. 

• Reduce waste to landfill across all sites with a particular focus on U City and our two aged care 

facilities as the largest contributors. 

• Encourage employees to adopt sustainable transport modes such as public and active transport. 

• Integrating carbon reduction principles into procurement, asset and property management 

policies and systems. 

• Continue to look for certified carbon neutral products and services and engage with our suppliers 

on carbon reduction and being environmentally conscious. 

 

 

https://www.unitingcommunities.org/about-us/purpose-and-value/our-commitments/carbon-neutral
https://www.unitingcommunities.org/about-us/purpose-and-value/our-commitments/carbon-neutral
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Emissions reduction actions 

For its organisation operations, Uniting Communities carbon emissions have increased by 7% this year 

and overall have increased by 1% since the 2014/15 base year. Per $1 million revenue the reduction is 

2.4% compared with 2023-24 and 48% since the base year. 

The organisation has continued to grow and taken on additional services in home and community care. 

Uniting Communities has worked on the following emissions reduction initiatives during 2024/25. Some are 

measurable and others more general such as policy and education: 

• Participated in an EV trial with AGL 

• Entered into a 100% renewable electricity contract commencing 1 Jan 2026 for our owned sites 

• Investigated the conversion of gas hot water systems to electric heat pumps at the Residential 

Aged Care facility known as ‘Murray Mudge’ 

• Implemented waste reduction actions across key sites U City and Aldersgate Aged Care Facility  

• Upgraded to more energy efficient appliances across various sites 

• Increased internal communications to support and encourage staff emissions reduction actions 

• Engaged consultants to undertake site energy audits of our owned sites and provide 

recommendations for energy and other emissions reduction actions. 

Our internal emissions reduction actions are ongoing and include regular communications with our 

employees through carbon reduction discussions at team meetings, presentations at leadership meetings, 

quarterly meetings with Net Zero Site Representatives, Net Zero presentations at staff orientation sessions 

and on-line staff training as well as regular communications to the whole workforce highlighting activities 

and tips for emissions reduction.  The Net Zero 2035 committee meets on a bimonthly basis to discuss 

and monitor the implementation of the Net Zero 2035 Plan. 

We also undertake an annual employee commuting and working from home survey and waste audits, 

which not only help us to estimate the carbon emissions from these emissions sources but remind our 

employees of their environmental impact. 

A notable achievement is the 45% reduction in emissions for our U City building, primarily due to the 

implementation of significant waste reduction initiatives across the whole building.  Waste to landfill emissions 

reduced by 76% or 151 tCO2-e compared to the previous reporting period.  
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5. EMISSIONS SUMMARY  

Emissions over time 

The table below includes Uniting Communities operations - for its Organisation certification, and U City (for 

its whole building certification including the non-Uniting Communities emissions). 

Emissions since base year Organisation 

  Total tCO2-e  

Base Year: 2014–15 3,154 

Year 1 2015–16 3,080 

Year 2: 2016-17 3,035 

Year 3: 2017-18 2,849 

Year 4: 2018-19 2,943 

Year 5: 2019-20 2,820 

Year 6: 2020-21 2,557 

Year 7: 2021-22 2,503 

Year 8: 2022-23 3,291 

Year 9: 2023-24 2,974 

Year 10: 2024-25 3,180 

Emissions since base year – U City whole building 
(emissions not covered in organisation certification (see Emissions summary description page 10). 

Base Year: 2020-21 329 

Year 1 2021-22 318 

Year 2: 2022-23 430 

Year 3: 2023-24 440 

Year 4: 2024-25 241 

Significant changes in emissions 

Significant changes in emissions 

Emission source 
Previous year 

emissions 
(t CO2-e) 

Current year 
emissions 
(t CO2-e) 

Reason for change 

Petrol: medium car 
(employee 

commuting) 
291.71 494.37 

Increase in total FTE from previous year, 
number of staff completing commuting survey 

and resultant average distance travelled 

Use of Climate Active carbon neutral products, services, buildings or 
precincts  
Uniting Communities has historically purchased carbon neutral certified copy paper however in FY24 this 
was no longer available.  Uniting Communities’ organisation certification covers that portion of the U City 
whole building emissions that relate to Uniting Communities own activities, as set out in the Emissions 
boundary section of this document. 



 

 

 CLIMATE ACTIVE Public Disclosure Statement 

 

 
 

10 

Uniting Communities Incorporated 

 
 
 

Certified brand name Product/Service/Building/Precinct used 

U City Carbon neutral whole building 

Emissions summary - Organisation 

The electricity summary is available in Appendix B. Electricity emissions were calculated using a location-

based approach. 

 
Scope 1 
emissions 
(tCO2-e) 

Scope 2 
emissions 
(tCO2-e) 

Scope 3 
emissions 
(tCO2-e) 

Total 
emissions 
(t CO2-e) 

Electricity 0.00 506.32 186.53 692.86 

Office equipment and supplies 0.00 0.00 21.18 21.18 

Refrigerants 83.01 0.00 0.00 83.01 

Stationary energy (gaseous fuels) 170.54 0.00 35.41 205.96 

Transport (air) 0.00 0.00 45.77 45.77 

Transport (land and sea) 212.16 0.00 1498.55 1710.71 

Waste 0.02 0.00 357.72 357.73 

Water 0.00 0.00 46.74 46.74 

Working from home 0.00 0.00 15.66 15.66 

Grand Total 465.73 506.32 2207.56 3179.62 

Emissions summary – U City Whole Building 

The following emissions summary relates to U City’s whole building certification and is included here for 

completeness and transparency. The U City Carbon inventory follows the Climate Active Carbon Neutral 

Standard for Buildings in terms of its scope.  The portion of the total emissions that related to Uniting 

Communities own operations within the building (346 tCO2-e), is offset under the Organisational 

certification. The remaining 241 tCO2-e has been added to Uniting Communities operational emissions to 

arrive at the total to offset for 2024/25 FY of 3,421 tCO2-e. 

 

Scope 1 
emissions 
(tCO2-e) 

Scope 2 
emissions 
(tCO2-e) 

Scope 3 
emissions 
(tCO2-e) 

Total 
emissions 
(t CO2-e) 

Electricity 0.00 342.18 74.39 416.57 

Refrigerants 2.03 0.00 0.00 2.03 

Stationary energy (gaseous fuels) 82.21 0.00 17.07 99.28 

Waste 0.00 0.00 55.29 55.29 

Water 0.00 0.00 14.01 14.01 

Grand Total 84.24 342.18 160.75 587.18 

Uplift factors  

N/A  
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6. CARBON OFFSETS 

Eligible offsets retirement summary 
Offsets retired for Climate Active certification 

Type of offset unit Quantity used for this reporting period Percentage of total units used 

Australian Carbon Credit Units (ACCUs) 171 5.00% 

Verified Carbon Units (VCUs) 3250 95.00% 

 

Project name 
Type of 

offset unit 
Registry Date retired Serial number Vintage 

Total 
quantity 
retired 

Quantity 
used in 

previous 
reporting 
periods 

Quantity 
banked for 

future 
reporting 
periods 

Quantity 
used for 

this 
reporting 

period 

Percentage 
of total 

used this 
reporting 

period 

April Salumei 
Rainforest 
Community 

Conservation Project 

VCU 
Verra 

Registry 
01/07/2025 

18011-869473704-
869478703-VCS-VCU-
352-VER-PG-14-1122-
01012018-31122018-0 

2018 5000 0 5000 0 0.00% 

South Australian 
Conservation 

Alliance - Site #2 
ACCU ANREU 30/10/2024 

9,017,639,526-
9,017,640,181 

2024-25 656 0 656 0 0.00% 

Wind Project in 
Maharashtra, India 

by Kayathar and Jath 
VCU 

Verra 
Registry 

17/03/2023 

8455-21797955-
21802434-VCS-VCU-
997-VER-IN-1-1520-

01012019-31102019-0 

2019 4480 2789 0 1691 49.43% 

Vaspet-II and 
Vaspet-III Wind 
Power Project, 
Maharashtra 

VCU 
Verra 

Registry 
13/08/2025 

13896-533686553-
533692052-VCS-VCU-

279-VER-IN- 
1-1404-01012021-

31122021-0 

2021 5500 0 3941 1559 45.57% 

Arbon – Tooligie – 
Human Induced 
Regeneration 

ACCU ANREU 03/08/2023 
8,369,829,827 – 
8,369,831,226 

2022-23 1400 657 572 171 5.00% 

Offset Totals: 17036 3446 10169 3421 100.00% 

https://registry.verra.org/myModule/rpt/myrpt.asp?r=206&h=298261
https://registry.verra.org/myModule/rpt/myrpt.asp?r=206&h=298261
https://registry.verra.org/myModule/rpt/myrpt.asp?r=206&h=298261
https://registry.verra.org/myModule/rpt/myrpt.asp?r=206&h=298261
https://registry.verra.org/myModule/rpt/myrpt.asp?r=206&h=196233
https://registry.verra.org/myModule/rpt/myrpt.asp?r=206&h=196233
https://registry.verra.org/myModule/rpt/myrpt.asp?r=206&h=196233
https://registry.verra.org/myModule/rpt/myrpt.asp?r=206&h=196233
https://registry.verra.org/myModule/rpt/myrpt.asp?r=206&h=230462
https://registry.verra.org/myModule/rpt/myrpt.asp?r=206&h=230462
https://registry.verra.org/myModule/rpt/myrpt.asp?r=206&h=230462
https://registry.verra.org/myModule/rpt/myrpt.asp?r=206&h=230462
https://registry.verra.org/myModule/rpt/myrpt.asp?r=206&h=230462
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Co-benefits 

ACCUs 

Arbon-Toologie  

This human induced regeneration project is set in South Australia farmland, generating permanent native 

forest across 3,000 ha that had previously been cleared and where regeneration of native vegetation had 

been suppressed. Since regeneration began the land now recovers quicker after dry periods due to 

improved water retention in the soil. Native wildlife has increased and the additional income the project 

provides has been invested back into the local economy via machinery and infrastructure investment 

which has gone back to local suppliers and helped hire local contractors. 

South Australian Conservation Alliance 

This natural woodlands and shrublands regeneration project is located North of Wudinna in South 

Australia and is a three-way partnership between GreenCollar, Nature Foundation and the Gawler Ranges 

Aboriginal Corporation. In addition to regenerating natural woodlands and shrublands, this project reverses 

land degradation caused by feral goats and livestock and stabilises soils thereby reducing erosion. 

The property has been registered with Accounting for Nature for its biodiversity benefits and is managed 

by Nature Foundation to maximise conservation outcomes.  It is home to forty state-listed species by the 

Commonwealth for their conservation significance including Yellow-footed Rock wallaby, Short-tailed 

Grasswren and Desert Greenhood orchid. 

The carbon credit proceeds will enable access to Country for Gawler Ranges Peoples including ‘Kids on 

Country’ - a program run by Nature Foundation. The Kids on Country™ program builds employability skills 

for young Aboriginal people by improving wellbeing, teaching life skills, building confidence 'on country' 

and sparking interest in conservation and land management. 

International VCUs 

Wind Power Project, Maharashtra 

Across India, wind farms introduce clean energy to the grid which would otherwise be generated by 

coalfired power stations. Wind power is clean in two ways: it produces no emissions and also avoids the 

local air pollutants associated with fossil fuels. Electricity availability in the regions have been improved, 

reducing the occurrence of blackouts across the area. 

The projects support national energy security and strengthen rural electrification coverage. In constructing 

the turbines new roads were built, improving accessibility for locals. The boost in local employment by 

people engaged as engineers, maintenance technicians, 24-hour on-site operators and security guards 

also boosts local economies and village services. The project meets four Sustainable Development Goals. 

 

https://greencollar.com.au/project-information/arbon-tooligie/
https://greencollar.com.au/project-information/south-australian-conservation-alliance-site-2/
https://greencollar.com.au/project-information/south-australian-conservation-alliance-site-2/
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Vaspet-II and Vaspet-III Wind Power Project, Maharashtra India 

The Vaspet-II and Vaspet-III Wind Power Project, developed under the Program of Activities titled 

“Promotion of renewable energy generation in India”, aims to generate clean electricity through wind 

energy and delivers wide-ranging benefits across environmental, social, economic, and technological 

dimensions. Environmentally, it reduces dependence on fossil fuels by injecting clean, renewable wind 

power into the carbon-intensive NEWNE grid. This leads to a significant reduction in greenhouse gas 

emissions and contributes to the conservation of non-renewable natural resources such as coal and gas. 

The project generates no solid or liquid waste and has no adverse impacts on the ecosystem. 

Socially, the project brings investment to rural areas, improving infrastructure and creating local 

employment opportunities during the construction and operational phases. It uplifts local livelihoods and 

provides scope for additional community development initiatives. Economically, it enhances the region’s 

electricity availability, which supports industrial and commercial growth, raises local land values, and 

promotes sustainable development. 

Technologically, the project employs advanced, grid-interactive wind turbine systems with environmentally 

safe operation. It demonstrates the viability of large-scale wind energy projects in India and encourages 

replication by showcasing successful integration of renewable energy into the national grid. 

April Salumei Rainforest Conservation, PNG 

The April Salumei project protects and sustainably manages nearly 200,000 hectares of globally significant 

pristine rainforest in the East Sepik Province of Papua New Guinea. The project area has previously been 

recognised as an exceptional biodiversity hotspot by the Climate Community and Biodiversity Standard 

(SCS, 2011). Before becoming a carbon project, the area was planned to be cleared for logging.   

The project will also channel climate finance to the community and autonomous local landowner groups, 

helping reduce poverty and enhance the wellbeing of local communities.  The April Salumei Working 

Group, formed to assist with managing the project, provides employment opportunities to the local 

community. The project promotes culturally inclusive, sustainable community development via a new five-

year Sustainable Development Plan, agreed by locals, and developed under the leadership of the 

landowner chiefs.   

The project protects vital habitat for many endangered animals, including the tree kangaroo, palm 

cockatoo, the bird of paradise and the southern crowned pigeon.   These species are protected from the 

most prominent key threatening process in the region – deforestation.  The project activities deliver vital 

biodiversity conservation outcomes. PNG contains ~7% of global biodiversity across just 1% of 

the globe’s landmass. April Salumei is one of the top 10 most ecologically distinct areas on the planet.  

 

https://carbonmarketinstitute.org/projects/april-salumei-carbon-project/
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7. RENEWABLE ENERGY CERTIFICATE (REC) SUMMARY  

Renewable Energy Certificate (REC) summary 
N/A 
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APPENDIX A: ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Evidence of retirement of SA Conservation Alliance ACCUs 
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Our advocacy work 

Uniting Communities continues to advocate for action on climate change and promote Uniting 

Communities’ efforts in environmental sustainability (including carbon mitigation) to encourage other 

organisations to adopt similar targets and practices.  

Uniting Communities has promoted our activities through many publications, including the Hong Kong 

based research company HKTDC’s ‘Green Capability in Real Estate Development and Property 

Management’ and Business SA Today.   

Our advocacy is continued through membership with the Committee for Adelaide and their SA Zero 

cluster, Adelaide’s first net zero cluster for public-private-academia collaboration which seeks to accelerate 

South Australia's zero carbon and zero waste pathways.  

We were Inaugural Ambassadors and a Founding Partner of the City of Adelaide Carbon Neutral Adelaide 

program as well with organisations such as the Adelaide Sustainable Building Network (ASBN), supporting 

the delivery of events to promote environmental sustainability in the built environment, and with the 

University of South Australia, the University of Adelaide and the Australian Institute of Architect’s research 

‘Determining the Social Value of Extreme, Mixed-Use Urban Developments’.  Further, we have advocated 

for improvements to the South Australian Residential Tenancies Act, to incorporate measures to improve 

energy efficient housing and affordability outcomes for renters. We also joined together with over 100 

community organisations as part of the Australian Council of Social Service (ACOSS) calling for Fair, Fast 

and Inclusive Climate Change Action this Decade and the Community Sector Statement on 2035 Climate 

Change Pollution Reduction Target. 

We deliver presentations and host tours of the U City building to students, organisations and 

groups/committees to highlight the work of Uniting Communities and promote environmental sustainability 

and Net Zero. This included a presentation to the World Renewable Energy Congress and a tour hosted 

for the visiting Carbon Neutral Cities Alliance regional meeting. 

Uniting Communities, including U City, have been the recipient of several awards including: 

• Honorable Mention in Architecture category of the FastCo World Changing Ideas Awards, 2021. 

• Carbon Neutral Adelaide Awards 2021 – Business Leadership 

• Property Council of Australia, Innovation and Excellence, 2021 National Best Mixed Use 

Development Winner 

• CitySwitch State winners over 2000sqm – South Australia 2019 & 2020 

• Australia’s International Good Design for Social Impact Award Winner, 2020 

• Property Council of Australia, Innovation and Excellence, 2020 SA State Development Winner 

• UDIA SA Awards for Excellence 2020, Innovation in Development Winner 

• UDIA SA Awards for Excellence 2020, Seniors Living Winner 

• National innovAGEING Improving Consumer Choice 2020 Award Winner 

• PIA SA Award for Excellence 2020, Great Place Award Winner 

• Recipient, City Switch Hall of Fame, 2018 

https://portal.hktdc.com/resources/RMIP/20230427/dckgk9qe-SEtUREMgeCBMaW5rIEdyZWVuIEJ1aWxkaW5nIFJlcG9ydA==.pdf
https://portal.hktdc.com/resources/RMIP/20230427/dckgk9qe-SEtUREMgeCBMaW5rIEdyZWVuIEJ1aWxkaW5nIFJlcG9ydA==.pdf
https://business-sa.com/news/uniting-communities-is-leading-the-way-in-environmental-sustainability
https://committeeforadelaide.org.au/
https://committeeforadelaide.org.au/sa-zero/
https://www.carbonneutraladelaide.com.au/
https://www.adelaidesbn.com.au/
https://www.unisa.edu.au/research/markets-values-inclusion/our-projects/current-projects/determining-the-social-value-of-extreme-mixed-use-urban-developments/
https://www.unitingcommunities.org/news/energyefficienthousing
https://www.acoss.org.au/signed-community-sector-climate-change-declaration-2021/
https://www.acoss.org.au/signed-community-sector-climate-change-declaration-2021/
https://www.acoss.org.au/community-sector-statement-on-2035-climate-change-pollution-reduction-target/
https://www.acoss.org.au/community-sector-statement-on-2035-climate-change-pollution-reduction-target/
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• Finalist, Carbon Neutral Adelaide Awards, Applied Innovation 2017 

• Finalist, Carbon Neutral Adelaide Awards, Leadership & Influence 2017  

• Winner, SA Climate Leaders Awards, Community and Regions Category, 2016 

Links to Uniting Communities’ website and other online promotional material: 

Website  https://www.unitingcommunities.org/about-us/purpose-and-value/our-
commitments/carbon-neutral 

U City https://www.ucity.com.au/ 

Linked In https://www.linkedin.com/company/uniting-communities 

Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/UnitingCommunitiesOz/ 

YouTube – Our Carbon 
Neutral Journey 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ThwMrQCGbfk 

Case studies https://new.gbca.org.au/case-studies/building/u-citys-innovative-answer-
to-a-vertical-community/ 
 

Media & Presentations Chinachem Group & Hong Kong Green Building Council Sustainability 
Conference 
“U City” to become SA’s most sustainable building 
Uniting Communities was honoured for its low carbon business 
leadership 
Architecture & Design 
The Weekly Source 
The Fifth Estate 
Woods Bagot 
WSP 
Adelaide Review 

  

https://www.unitingcommunities.org/about-us/purpose-and-value/our-commitments/carbon-neutral
https://www.unitingcommunities.org/about-us/purpose-and-value/our-commitments/carbon-neutral
https://www.ucity.com.au/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/uniting-communities
https://www.facebook.com/UnitingCommunitiesOz/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ThwMrQCGbfk
https://new.gbca.org.au/case-studies/building/u-citys-innovative-answer-to-a-vertical-community/
https://new.gbca.org.au/case-studies/building/u-citys-innovative-answer-to-a-vertical-community/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uiVUrOya6Oo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uiVUrOya6Oo
https://www.architectureanddesign.com.au/news/u-city-to-become-sa-s-most-sustainable-building
https://www.cityofadelaide.com.au/media-centre/carbon-neutral-adelaide-awards/
https://www.cityofadelaide.com.au/media-centre/carbon-neutral-adelaide-awards/
https://www.australiandesignreview.com/architecture/u-city-is-sas-first-carbon-neutral-building-2/
https://www.theweeklysource.com.au/uniting-communities-u-city-is-first-carbon-neutral-building-in-sa/
https://new.gbca.org.au/case-studies/building/u-citys-innovative-answer-to-a-vertical-community/
https://www.woodsbagot.com/global-studio/news/progress/u-city-achieves-south-australian-sustainability-first/
https://www.woodsbagot.com/global-studio/news/progress/u-city-achieves-south-australian-sustainability-first/
https://www.wsp.com/en-au/news/2022/u-city-named-south-australias-first-carbon-neutral-building
https://www.adelaidereview.com.au/form/2020/04/04/u-city-clean-green/
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APPENDIX B: ELECTRICITY SUMMARY 

There are two international best-practice methods for calculating electricity emissions – the location-based 

method and the market-based method. Reporting electricity emissions under both methods is called dual 

reporting. 

Dual reporting of electricity emissions is useful, as it provides different perspectives of the emissions 

associated with a business’s electricity usage. 

Location-based method: 

The location-based method provides a picture of a business’s electricity emissions in the context of its 

location, and the emissions intensity of the electricity grid it relies on. It reflects the average emissions 

intensity of the electricity grid in the location (State) in which energy consumption occurs. The location-

based method does not allow for any claims of renewable electricity from grid-imported electricity usage. 

Market-based method: 

The market-based method provides a picture of a business’s electricity emissions in the context of its 

renewable energy investments. It reflects the emissions intensity of different electricity products, markets 

and investments. It uses a residual mix factor (RMF) to allow for unique claims on the zero emissions 

attribute of renewables without double-counting.  

For this certification, electricity emissions have been set by using the location-based approach  
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Market Based Approach Summary  
   

Market Based Approach  Activity Data (kWh) Emissions  
(kg CO2-e) 

Renewable 

Percentage of 

total  

Behind the meter consumption of renewable electricity 

generated 351,282 0 11% 
Total non-grid renewable electricity  

351,282 0 11% 

LGC purchased and retired (kWh) (including PPAs) 0 0 0% 

GreenPower 573 0 0% 
Climate Active certified - Precinct/Building (voluntary 

renewables)  0 0 0% 

Climate Active certified - Precinct/Building (LRET)   0 0 0% 
Climate Active certified - Precinct/Building jurisdictional 

renewables (LGCs surrendered)   0 0 0% 
Climate Active certified - Electricity products (voluntary 

renewables) 0 0 0% 

Climate Active certified - Electricity products (LRET) 0 0 0% 
Climate Active certified - Electricity products 

jurisdictional renewables (LGCs surrendered) 0 0 0% 

Jurisdictional renewables (LGCs surrendered)  0 0 0% 
Jurisdictional renewables (LRET) (applied to ACT grid 

electricity)  0 0 0% 
Large Scale Renewable Energy Target (applied to grid 

electricity only)  400,545 0 13% 

Residual electricity  2,389,668 2,198,494 0% 
Total renewable electricity (grid + non grid) 

752,400 0 24% 
Total grid electricity  

2,790,786 2,198,494 13% 
Total electricity (grid + non grid) 

3,142,068 2,198,494 24% 
Percentage of residual electricity consumption under 

operational control 100% 
  

Residual electricity consumption under 

operational control 2,389,668 2,198,494 
 

    Scope 2 2,103,947 1,935,631  

    Scope 3 (includes T&D emissions from consumption 

under operational control) 285,721 262,863 
 

Residual electricity consumption not under 

operational control 0 0 
 

    Scope 3 0 0  

 
Total renewables (grid and non-grid) 

23.95% 

Mandatory  
12.75% 

Voluntary  
0.02% 

Behind the meter  
11.18% 

Residual scope 2 emissions (t CO2-e) 
1,935.63 

Residual scope 3 emissions (t CO2-e) 
262.86 

Scope 2 emissions liability (adjusted for already offset carbon neutral 

electricity) (t CO2-e) 1,458.23 

Scope 3 emissions liability (adjusted for already offset carbon neutral 

electricity) (t CO2-e) 198.03 

Total emissions liability (t CO2-e) 
1,656.26 

Figures may not sum due to rounding. Renewable percentage can be above 100%   

 



 

 

 CLIMATE ACTIVE Public Disclosure Statement 

 

 
 

20 

Uniting Communities Incorporated 

 
 
 

Location Based Approach Summary  
Location Based Approach  Activity Data 

(kWh) total 
Under operational control Not under 

operational 

control 

Percentage of grid electricity 

consumption under operational 

control 

100% (kWh) Scope 2 

Emissions 

(kg CO2-e) 

Scope 3 

Emissions 

(kg CO2-e) 

(kWh) Scope 3 

Emissions 
 (kg CO2-

e) 
SA 2,790,786 2,790,786 641,881 139,539 0 0 

Grid electricity (scope 2 and 3) 2,790,786 2,790,786 641,881 139,539 0 0 

SA 351,282 351,282 0 0   

Non-grid electricity (behind the meter) 351,282 351,282 0 0   
Total electricity (grid + non grid) 3,142,068      

 
Residual scope 2 emissions (t CO2-e) 641.88 

Residual scope 3 emissions (t CO2-e) 139.54 

Scope 2 emissions liability (adjusted for already offset carbon neutral electricity) (t CO2-e) 506.32 

Scope 3 emissions liability (adjusted for already offset carbon neutral electricity) (t CO2-e) 110.07 

Total emissions liability (t CO2-e) 
616.39 

 

Operations in Climate Active buildings and precincts   
Operations in Climate Active buildings and precincts  Electricity consumed in 

Climate Active certified 
building/precinct (kWh) 

Emissions  
(kg CO2-e) 

U City 43 Franklin St  Adelaide 5000 589,382 0 

Climate Active carbon neutral electricity is not renewable electricity. These electricity emissions have been offset by 
another Climate Active member through their building or precinct certification. This electricity consumption is also 
included in the market based and location-based summary tables. Any electricity that has been sourced as 
renewable electricity by the building/precinct under the market-based method is outlined as such in the market-based 
summary table. 

 

Climate Active carbon neutral electricity products     
Climate Active carbon neutral electricity product used  Electricity claimed 

from Climate Active 
electricity products 

(kWh) 

Emissions  
(kg CO2-e) 

N/A 0 0 

Climate Active carbon neutral electricity is not renewable electricity. These electricity emissions have been offset by 
another Climate Active member through their electricity product certification. This electricity consumption is also 
included in the market based and location-based summary tables. Any electricity that has been sourced as 
renewable electricity by the electricity product under the market-based method is outlined as such in the market-
based summary table. 
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APPENDIX C: INSIDE EMISSIONS BOUNDARY  

Non-quantified emission sources 

The following emissions sources have been assessed as relevant, are captured within the emissions 

boundary, but are not measured (quantified) in the carbon inventory. They have been non-quantified due 

to one of the following reasons:  

1. Immaterial <1% for individual items and no more than 5% collectively 

2. Cost effective Quantification is not cost effective relative to the size of the emission but uplift applied. 

3. Data unavailable Data is unavailable but uplift applied. A data management plan must be put in place 

to provide data within 5 years.  

4. Maintenance Initial emissions non-quantified but repairs and replacements quantified.  

 

Relevant non-quantified emission 
sources 

Justification reason 

Food Immaterial 

Medical supplies Immaterial 

 

Data management plan for non-quantified sources  

There are no non-quantified sources in the emission boundary that require a data management plan.  
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APPENDIX D: OUTSIDE EMISSIONS BOUNDARY 

Excluded emission sources 

The below emission sources have been assessed as not relevant to this organisation’s operations and are 

outside of its emissions boundary. These emissions are not part of the carbon neutral claim. Emission 

sources considered for relevance must be included within the certification boundary if they meet two of the 

five relevance criteria. Those which only meet one condition of the relevance test can be excluded from 

the certification boundary.  

Emissions tested for relevance are detailed below against each of the following criteria: 

1. Size The emissions from a particular source are likely to be large relative to the organisation’s 

electricity, stationary energy and fuel emissions. 

2. Influence The responsible entity has the potential to influence the reduction of emissions from a 

particular source. 

3. Risk The emissions from a particular source contribute to the organisation’s greenhouse gas risk 

exposure. 

4. Stakeholders Key stakeholders deem the emissions from a particular source are relevant. 

5. Outsourcing The emissions are from outsourced activities previously undertaken within the 

organisation’s boundary, or from outsourced activities typically undertaken within the boundary for 

comparable organisations. 
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Excluded emissions sources summary 
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Emission sources 
tested for relevance  
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Justification 

Volunteer Travel Y N N N N 

Size: The emissions from this source would be difficult and time consuming to quantify. So, whilst it is likely that the emissions would be 
material compared to the total emissions from electricity, stationary energy and fuel emissions (1,108 t-CO2e), it is impractical to try to 
measure them.  
 
Influence: We do not have the potential to influence the emissions from volunteers’ travel. 
 
Risk: There are no relevant laws or regulations that apply to limit emissions specifically from this source, the source does not create supply 
chain risks, and it is unlikely to be of significant public interest.  
 
Stakeholders: Key stakeholders, including the public, are unlikely to consider this a relevant source of emissions for our business.  
 
Outsourcing: We have not previously included this emission source within our emissions boundary and comparable organisations do not 
typically include them. 

Brokered services and 
consultants 

Y N N N N 

Size: Together these emissions sources would be material at around 60% of the total emissions from electricity, stationery energy and fuel 
(1,108 tCO2e) however they would be hard to quantify due to the nature of the contracts. 
 
Influence:  Uniting Communities does not have the potential to influence the emissions from this source, including by shifting to different 
lower-emissions suppliers.  
 
Risk:  There are no relevant laws or regulations that apply to limit emissions specifically from this source, the source does not create supply 
chain risks, and it is unlikely to be of significant public interest.  
 
Stakeholders: Key stakeholders, including the public, are unlikely to consider this a relevant source of emissions for our business. 
 
Outsourcing:  We have not previously undertaken this activity within our emissions boundary, and it is common for comparable 
organisations to outsource services of this nature. 
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