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of the Climate Active Carbon Neutral Standard. 

 

Laurence Robinson 
Director 
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Public Disclosure Statement documents are prepared by the submitting organisation. The material in the Public Disclosure 
Statement document represents the views of the organisation and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Commonwealth. 
The Commonwealth does not guarantee the accuracy of the contents of the Public Disclosure Statement document and 
disclaims liability for any loss arising from the use of the document for any purpose.  

Version 10.   
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1. CERTIFICATION SUMMARY 
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TOTAL EMISSIONS OFFSET  116 tCO2-e  

CARBON OFFSETS USED 41.38% ACCUs, 58.62% VERs 

RENEWABLE ELECTRICITY   96% 

CARBON ACCOUNT Prepared by: Cundall 

TECHNICAL ASSESSMENT Next technical assessment due: FY 2026-27 
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 2. CERTIFICATION INFORMATION 

Description of organisation certification 

This organisation certification is for the business operations of John Brand & Co Pty Ltd (Brand Architects), 

ABN 32 063 361 786, including the subsidiaries listed in the table below. 

The certification has been prepared for the period of 1 July 2024 to 30 June 2025 using actual data from 

the period and covers the business operations of our offices located in Victoria. Our business operations 

include all activities under our operational control that support the delivery of our core architectural 

services but do not include the architectural services themself.  

The operational boundary of this assessment includes the following locations: 

 Wurundjeri Woi-wurrung Country, Level 8, 176 Wellington Parade, East Melbourne, Victoria, 3002  

 Wadawurrung Country, Level 4, 60 Moorabool Street, Geelong, Victoria, 3220 (Vacant for period 

of reporting) 

This Public Disclosure Statement includes information for FY2024-25 reporting period. 

Organisation description 

Brand Architects (ABN 320 063 361) is an architecture firm established in 1993 that specialises in a broad 

range of public infrastructure projects including education, children’s services, sport and recreation, health, 

aged care, transport, cultural and community buildings. We have our main office based in East Melbourne 

with many of our architectural projects located all over Victoria. A small workspace located in Geelong has 

also been included in this certification, however it remained vacant throughout the reporting period.  

As a firm we are deeply committed to the delivery of services that respect the environmental, social and 

cultural aspirations of the community we serve. We are a firm of 56 people with a common commitment to 

designing functional and sustainable spaces that are both future focused and contextually informed by the 

global climate emergency. We continually strive to a make coordinated effort to reduce the overall 

environmental and social impact of our business operations as well as our architectural projects.  

The organisation’s boundary for the purpose of carbon accounting has been set using the operational 

boundary approach. 
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3. EMISSIONS BOUNDARY 

Inside the emissions boundary  

All emission sources listed in the emissions boundary are part of the carbon neutral claim. 

Quantified emissions have been assessed as relevant and are quantified in the carbon inventory. This 

may include emissions that are not identified as arising due to the operations of the certified entity, 

however are optionally included.  

Non-quantified emissions have been assessed as relevant and are captured within the emissions 

boundary, but are not measured (quantified) in the carbon inventory. All material emissions are accounted 

for through an uplift factor. Further detail is available at Appendix C.   

Outside the emissions boundary  

Excluded emissions are those that have been assessed as not relevant to an organisation’s operations 

and are outside of its emissions boundary or are outside of the scope of the certification. These emissions 

are not part of the carbon neutral claim. Further detail is available at Appendix D.   
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Outside emission 
boundary  

Excluded 

N/A  

Quantified 

 Accommodation and 
facilities 

 Cleaning and chemicals 

 Electricity 

 Food 

 Horticulture and agriculture 

 ICT services and equipment 

 Office equipment and 
supplies 

 Postage, courier and freight 

 Products 

 Professional services 

 Stationary energy (gaseous 
fuels) 

 Stationary energy (liquid 
fuels) 

 Stationary energy (solid 
fuels) 

 Transport (air) 

 Transport (land and sea) 

 Waste 

 Water 

 Working from home 

 

 

Non-quantified 

Refrigerants 

Inside emissions boundary 
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4. EMISSIONS REDUCTIONS 

Emissions reduction strategy 

Brand Architects have aligned our carbon targets with the Department of Climate Change, Energy, the 

Environment and Water (DCCEEW) and are working towards a 62-70% reduction in emissions by 2035, as 

compared to our FY2019-20 baseline. We have been certified through Climate Active since 2020, Bcorp 

since 2024 and launched our Sustainability Action Plan (SAP) in 2023.  

As part of implementing the SAP and achieving BCorp certification, we introduced a Sustainable 

Procurement Policy to improve our internal procurement practices to ensure our purchases are guided by 

best practice sustainability criteria. The objective of the policy is to regularly monitor and improve our 

purchasing decisions and consequently our carbon performance. This is backed up by an environmental 

commitment letter which is issued to subconsultants, outlining our requirement that all contractual parties 

have, at minimum, an environmental policy, with strong preference for those who commit to carbon neutral 

operations. We will be placing further emphasis on our purchasing practices in the FY2026 reporting 

period by securing ISO 14001 EMS certification which will codify policy and actions. Our focus in future 

years is achieving greater accuracy in emission factors for our business services, through continued 

engagement with key suppliers and contractors, and improved documentation allowing Brand to accurately 

reflect the reduced carbon footprint arising from our purchasing decisions.   

As an architectural practice we acknowledge that our emissions are primarily driven by our staff and their 

behaviours, and our total emissions rose by 24 tCO2-e in FY25 with the majority attributed to increased 

business services which are delivered on a per-person basis. This increase reflects an increase in 

business activity and service delivery rather than a change in our reduction intent. However, we continue 

to work towards our target of 10% year-on-year reduction in emissions from business services and office 

supplies and have achieved a 64% reduction since our baseline year. We are currently assessing our IT 

resources to see if we can get more life out of equipment with upgrades rather than replacement, which 

contributed to a 73% reduction in emissions from computer and electrical hardware between FY24 and 

FY25. These actions are intended to reduce emissions, on average, over time. We regularly advocate for 

the importance of being environmentally and socially responsible during our weekly staff presentations and 

provide encouragement to staff to make better choices in relation to their work activities like their home 

office set up and their commuting habits. Our FY25 commuting survey showed an 18% reduction in 

emissions intensity of staff commuting (tCO2-e per km travelled), leading to a strengthening of our long-

term target to 35% by 2035.  

Brand Architects have purchased 100% renewable energy for all tenanted areas since FY22, which also 

includes charging of its fleet vehicles (currently 75% EV, 25% hybrid). While we do not have direct control 

of base building electricity, we aim to achieve 100% reduction in emissions from electricity by 2028 

through agreements with the building operators to purchase green power for our portion.  
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Emissions reduction actions 
Target / timeframe 

 
FY2025 Actions 

10% reduction in emissions from business 
services and office supplies, reviewed 

annually to FY2030 

Reviewed cleaning, office and kitchen supplies to 
identify more environmentally friendly/sustainable 
products. This led to replacement of 8 different items 
with more sustainable brands i.e. B-Corp certified, 
locally sourced, carbon neutral shipping or recycled 
materials. Measure: number of items replaced and 

annual emissions from office supplies. 

Ceased use of bags and liners for organics bins and 
replaced cling film with Tupperware containers in the 
office kitchen. Measure: supplier and product review 

completed annually. 
Reviewed and updated office-provided beverages with 
a focus on providing options that are healthier, locally 

produced and sustainably packaged. Measure: supplier 
and product review completed annually. 

Distributed environmental commitment letter to all 
subconsultants detailing carbon reduction/reporting 

expectations. Measure: subconsultant 
acknowledgement and consideration of carbon neutral 
or environmental policy commitments in procurement 

decisions. 

35% reduction in staff commuting emission 
intensity (tCO2-e/km) by 2035 

Updated staff commuting and work from home survey 
to get more accurate activity data. Measure: annual 

survey completed and commuting emissions intensity 
tracked. 

All fleet vehicles updated to hybrid or fully electric. 
Measure: maintain 100% hybrid or fully electric fleet 

and review at each lease renewal. 
Encourage use of public transportation and zero-

emission commuting methods where possible, reviewed 
annually through the commuting survey. 

The impact of current initiatives has not been fully captured due to calculation methods not utilising supplier-

specific data. It is therefore expected that Brand Architect’s true carbon footprint is lower than that declared in 

this certification.   
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5. EMISSIONS SUMMARY  

Emissions over time 

Emissions since base year 

  
Total tCO2-e  
(without uplift) 

Total tCO2-e  
 (with uplift) 

Base year: 2019–20 124.7 137.3 

Year 1: 2020–21 111.3 116.9 

Year 2: 2021–22 130.8 137.3 

Year 3: 2022-23 104.25 109.42 

Year 4: 2023-24 85.98 90.277 

Year 5: 2024-25 110.19 115.70 

Use of Climate Active carbon neutral products, services, buildings or 
precincts  

No climate active products or services were used in the 2024-25 financial year. 

Uplift factors  

An uplift factor is an upwards adjustment to the total carbon inventory to account for relevant emissions 

that cannot be reasonably quantified or estimated. This conservative accounting approach helps ensure 

the integrity of the carbon neutral claim. 

Reason for uplift factor tCO2-e 

5% uplift factor has been applied to overall emissions data to account for data assumptions 
and refrigerants 

5.50 

Total of all uplift factors (tCO2-e) 5.6 

Total emissions footprint to offset (tCO2-e)  
(total emissions from summary table + total of all uplift factors) 

115.70 
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Emissions summary  

The electricity summary is available in Appendix B. Electricity emissions were calculated using a market-

based approach.  

Emission category 
Scope 1 

emissions 
(tCO2-e) 

Scope 2 
emissions 

(tCO2-e) 

Scope 3 
emissions 

(tCO2-e) 

Total 
emissions  
(t CO2-e) 

Accommodation and facilities 
0.00 0.00 0.60 0.60 

Cleaning and chemicals 
0.00 0.00 0.78 0.78 

Electricity 
0.00 0.04 2.09 2.13 

Food 
0.00 0.00 4.29 4.29 

Horticulture and agriculture 
0.00 0.00 0.08 0.08 

ICT services and equipment 
0.00 0.00 11.58 11.58 

Office equipment and supplies 
0.00 0.00 2.51 2.51 

Postage, courier and freight 
0.00 0.00 0.04 0.04 

Products 
0.00 0.00 0.47 0.47 

Professional services 
0.00 0.00 36.17 36.17 

Stationary energy (gaseous fuels) 
4.37 0.00 0.34 4.71 

Stationary energy (liquid fuels) 
0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Stationary energy (solid fuels) 
0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Transport (air) 
0.00 0.00 4.56 4.56 

Transport (land and sea) 
0.00 0.00 33.89 33.89 

Waste 
0.00 0.00 4.01 4.01 

Water 
0.00 0.00 0.36 0.36 

Working from home 
0.00 0.00 4.03 4.03 

Total emissions (tCO2-e) 4.37 0.04 105.79 110.19 

Figures may not sum to total due to rounding. 
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6. CARBON OFFSETS 

Eligible offsets retirement summary 
Offsets retired for Climate Active certification 

Type of offset unit Quantity used for this reporting period Percentage of total units used 

Australian Carbon Credit Units (ACCUs) 48 41.38% 

Verified Emissions Reductions (VERs) 68 58.62% 

 

 

  

Project name 
Type of offset 

unit 
Registry 

Date 
retired 

Serial number Vintage 
Total 

quantity 
retired 

Quantity 
used in 

previous 
reporting 
periods 

Quantity 
banked for 

future 
reporting 
periods 

Quantity 
used for 

this 
reporting 

period 

Percentage 
of total 

used this 
reporting 

period 

Kenilworth Regrowth 
Project 

ACCU ANREU 16/12/2025 
9000154901, 
9000154950 

2023-24 50 0 2 48 41.38% 

ENERGY EFFICIENT 
STOVES PROGRAM -

CPA1 
VER 

Gold 
Standard 
Impact 

Registry 

16/12/2025 

GS1-1-ET-
GS11147-16-
2022-26844-
4395-4462 

2022 68 0 0 68 58.62% 

Offset Totals: 118 0 2 116 100.00% 
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Co-benefits 
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7. RENEWABLE ENERGY CERTIFICATE (REC) 
SUMMARY  

Renewable Energy Certificate (REC) summary 

N/A 
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APPENDIX A: ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
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APPENDIX B: ELECTRICITY SUMMARY 

There are two international best-practice methods for calculating electricity emissions – the location-based 

method and the market-based method. Reporting electricity emissions under both methods is called dual 

reporting. 

Dual reporting of electricity emissions is useful, as it provides different perspectives of the emissions 

associated with a business’s electricity usage. 

Location-based method: 

The location-based method provides a picture of a business’s electricity emissions in the context of its 

location, and the emissions intensity of the electricity grid it relies on. It reflects the average emissions 

intensity of the electricity grid in the location (State) in which energy consumption occurs. The location-

based method does not allow for any claims of renewable electricity from grid-imported electricity usage. 

Market-based method: 

The market-based method provides a picture of a business’s electricity emissions in the context of its 

renewable energy investments. It reflects the emissions intensity of different electricity products, markets 

and investments. It uses a residual mix factor (RMF) to allow for unique claims on the zero emissions 

attribute of renewables without double-counting.  

For this certification, electricity emissions have been set by using the market-based approach.  
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Market Based Approach Summary        

Market Based Approach  Activity Data (kWh) 
Emissions  
(kg CO2-e) 

Renewable 
Percentage of 
total  

Behind the meter consumption of renewable electricity 
generated 

0 0 0% 

Total non-grid renewable electricity  0 0 0% 

LGC purchased and retired (kWh) (including PPAs) 0 0 0% 

GreenPower 48,777 0 78% 

Climate Active certified - Precinct/Building (voluntary 
renewables)  

0 0 0% 

Climate Active certified - Precinct/Building (LRET)   0 0 0% 

Climate Active certified - Precinct/Building jurisdictional 
renewables (LGCs surrendered)   

0 0 0% 

Climate Active certified - Electricity products (voluntary 
renewables) 

0 0 0% 

Climate Active certified - Electricity products (LRET) 0 0 0% 

Climate Active certified - Electricity products jurisdictional 
renewables (LGCs surrendered) 

0 0 0% 

Jurisdictional renewables (LGCs surrendered)  0 0 0% 

Jurisdictional renewables (LRET) (applied to ACT grid 
electricity)  

0 0 0% 

Large Scale Renewable Energy Target (applied to grid 
electricity only)  

11,364 0 18% 

Residual electricity  2,313 2,128 0% 

Total renewable electricity (grid + non grid) 60,141 0 96% 

Total grid electricity  62,454 2,128 96% 

Total electricity (grid + non grid) 62,454 2,128 96% 

Percentage of residual electricity consumption under 
operational control 

2%   

Residual electricity consumption under operational 
control 

46 43  

    Scope 2 41 37  

    Scope 3 (includes T&D emissions from consumption 
under operational control) 

6 5  

Residual electricity consumption not under 
operational control 

2,267 2,086  

    Scope 3 2,267 2,086  

 

Total renewables (grid and non-grid) 96.30% 

Mandatory 18.20% 

Voluntary 78.10% 

Behind the meter 0.00% 

Residual scope 2 emissions (t CO2-e) 0.04 

Residual scope 3 emissions (t CO2-e) 2.09 

Scope 2 emissions liability (adjusted for already offset carbon neutral electricity) (t CO2-e) 0.04 

Scope 3 emissions liability (adjusted for already offset carbon neutral electricity) (t CO2-e) 2.09 

Total emissions liability (t CO2-e) 2.13 

Figures may not sum to total due to rounding. Renewable percentage can be above 100%   
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Location-based approach summary  
Location-based approach  Activity 

Data 
(kWh) 
total 

Under operational control Not under 
operational control 

Percentage of grid electricity consumption under 
operational control 

80% (kWh) 
Scope 2 

Emissions 
(kgCO2-e) 

Scope 3 
Emissions 
(kgCO2-e) 

(kWh) 
Scope 3 

Emissions 
(kgCO2-e) 

VIC 62,454 49,963 38,472 4,497 0 0 

Grid electricity (scope 2 and 3)  62,454 49,963 38,472 4,497 0 0 

VIC 0 0 0 0   

Non-grid electricity (behind the meter) 0 0 0 0   

Total electricity (grid + non grid) 
62,454      

 

Residual scope 2 emissions (t CO2-e) 38.47 

Residual scope 3 emissions (t CO2-e) 15.24 

Scope 2 emissions liability (adjusted for already offset carbon neutral electricity) (t CO2-e) 
38.47 

Scope 3 emissions liability (adjusted for already offset carbon neutral electricity) (t CO2-e) 
15.24 

Total emissions liability  53.71 

 

If your organisation does not use any Climate Active buildings or precincts, please add N/A to the first row, and delete 
the remaining empty rows. 

Operations in Climate Active buildings and precincts   
Operations in Climate Active buildings and precincts  Electricity consumed in 

Climate Active certified 
building/precinct (kWh) 

Emissions  
(kg CO2-e) 

N/A 0 0 

Climate Active carbon neutral electricity is not renewable electricity. These electricity emissions have been offset by another Climate 
Active member through their building or precinct certification. This electricity consumption is also included in the market based and 
location-based summary tables. Any electricity that has been sourced as renewable electricity by the building/precinct under the 
market-based method is outlined as such in the market-based summary table. 

 

Climate Active carbon neutral electricity products     
Climate Active carbon neutral electricity product used  Electricity claimed from 

Climate Active electricity 
products (kWh) 

Emissions  
(kg CO2-e) 

N/A 0 0 

Climate Active carbon neutral electricity is not renewable electricity. These electricity emissions have been offset by another Climate 
Active member through their electricity product certification. This electricity consumption is also included in the market based and 
location-based summary tables. Any electricity that has been sourced as renewable electricity by the electricity product under the 
market-based method is outlined as such in the market-based summary table. 
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APPENDIX C: INSIDE EMISSIONS BOUNDARY  

Non-quantified emission sources 

The following emissions sources have been assessed as relevant, are captured within the emissions 

boundary, but are not measured (quantified) in the carbon inventory. They have been non-quantified due 

to one of the following reasons:  

1. Immaterial <1% for individual items and no more than 5% collectively 

2. Cost effective Quantification is not cost effective relative to the size of the emission but uplift applied. 

3. Data unavailable Data is unavailable but uplift applied. A data management plan must be put in place 

to provide data within 5 years.  

4. Maintenance Initial emissions non-quantified but repairs and replacements quantified.  

 

Relevant non-quantified emission 
sources 

Justification reason 

Refrigerants 
Cost effective - Quantification is not cost effective relative to 
the size of the emission but uplift applied. 

 

Data management plan for non-quantified sources  

There are no non-quantified sources in the emission boundary that require a data management plan.  
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APPENDIX D: OUTSIDE EMISSIONS BOUNDARY 

Excluded emission sources 

The below emission sources have been assessed as not relevant to this organisation’s operations and are 

outside of its emissions boundary. These emissions are not part of the carbon neutral claim. Emission 

sources considered for relevance must be included within the certification boundary if they meet two of the 

five relevance criteria. Those which only meet one condition of the relevance test can be excluded from 

the certification boundary.  

Emissions tested for relevance are detailed below against each of the following criteria: 

1. Size The emissions from a particular source are likely to be large relative to the organisation’s 

electricity, stationary energy and fuel emissions. 

2. Influence The responsible entity has the potential to influence the reduction of emissions from a 

particular source. 

3. Risk The emissions from a particular source contribute to the organisation’s greenhouse gas risk 

exposure. 

4. Stakeholders Key stakeholders deem the emissions from a particular source are relevant. 

5. Outsourcing The emissions are from outsourced activities previously undertaken within the 

organisation’s boundary, or from outsourced activities typically undertaken within the boundary for 

comparable organisations. 
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Excluded emissions sources summary 

 

 

  

Emission sources 
tested for relevance  
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Justification 

N/A      
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