
 

 

 CLIMATE ACTIVE Public Disclosure Statement 

 

 
 

1 

Organisation name here 

 
 
 

 

 

 

  

PUBLIC  

DISCLOSURE 

STATEMENT 

 
THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SYDNEY 

 

ORGANISATION CERTIFICATION  

FY2024–25  

 
 



 

2 

City of Sydney 

 

 

Australian Government 

Climate Active  

Public Disclosure Statement 

 

   

 

NAME OF CERTIFIED ENTITY The Council of the City of Sydney trading as City of Sydney 

REPORTING PERIOD 1 July 2024 – 30 June 2025 
Arrears report  

DECLARATION To the best of my knowledge, the information provided in this public 
disclosure statement is true and correct and meets the requirements  
of the Climate Active Carbon Neutral Standard. 

 

24 September 2026 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Public Disclosure Statement documents are prepared by the submitting organisation. The material in the Public Disclosure 
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2. CERTIFICATION INFORMATION 

Description of organisation certification 

This carbon neutral certification is for the operations of the Council of the City of Sydney (the City) with 

ABN 22 636 550 790. 

Since 2008 the City has been measuring and reducing emissions through energy efficiency, electrification, 

installing solar PV, purchasing renewable electricity and carbon offsets.  

In 2007 the City of Sydney resolved to become carbon neutral for its operations. The City has since been 

certified as a carbon neutral organisation each year since 2011 by the Climate Active program (previously 

called the National Carbon Offset Standard).  

Emissions avoidance is our top priority. Our target is 85% reduction in emissions by June 2030 - to be 

achieved with absolute reductions and not offsets. The City’s FY25 emissions have reduced 78 per cent 

since our 2006 baseline.  

Being carbon neutral can lead to benefits beyond the carbon savings. Each year we have been buying an 

increasing share of offsets from Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander carbon farming projects which have 

social, economic, cultural, and environmental benefits.  For FY25, the share was 38 per cent of our 

emissions. 

This inventory covers emissions from City of Sydney operations in the period of 1-July 2024 to 30-June 

2025 based on the Climate Active Carbon Neutral Standard for Organisations. 

The organisational boundary was established primarily using an operational control approach. 

This Public Disclosure Statement includes information for FY2024-25 reporting period. 

Organisation description 

City of Sydney 

456 Kent Street, Sydney NSW 2000 

ABN 22 636 550 790 

The City of Sydney is the local government authority responsible for the city centre and more than 30 

suburbs. The City’s role is to provide services for our residents as well as for the daily influx of workers and 

visitors. The core functions of the City are defined by the Local Government Act 1993, the City of Sydney 

Act 1988 and other legislation.  

The City owns approximately 250 properties, many of which are tenanted. The City also owns over 8,500 

streetlights and there are a further 13,000 streetlights owned by the electricity network provider but 

deemed to be within the City’s financial control (pays for energy and maintenance).  

The City’s facilities covered under this certification include its administration building, depots, parks, 

libraries, venues, and community centres.  
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The City of Sydney local government area covers roughly 26 square kilometres, encompassing the 

Sydney CBD and surrounding inner-city suburbs from Garden Island in the east to Bicentennial Park in the 

west, and south to Alexandria and Rosebery. 

 City of Sydney local government area 



 

6 

City of Sydney 

 
3. EMISSIONS BOUNDARY 

Inside the emissions boundary  

All emission sources listed in the emissions boundary are part of the carbon neutral claim. 

The City includes all Scope-1 and Scope-2 emissions based on aggregated data for facilities and core 

activities. In addition, there are a range of Scope-3 emissions sources, including the emissions of fuel 

combusted by the major contractors delivering services for the City which is considered to be within the 

City’s financial control. 

Quantified emissions have been assessed as relevant and are quantified in the carbon inventory. This 

may include emissions that are not identified as arising due to the operations of the certified entity, 

however are optionally included.  

Non-quantified emissions have been assessed as relevant and are captured within the emissions 

boundary but are not measured (quantified) in the carbon inventory. All material emissions are accounted 

for through an uplift factor. Further detail is available at Appendix C.   

Outside the emissions boundary  

Excluded emissions are those that have been assessed as not relevant to an organisation’s operations 

and are outside of its emissions boundary or are outside of the scope of the certification. These emissions 

are not part of the carbon neutral claim. Further detail is available at Appendix D.   

 
The following table has been updated in accordance with Climate Active guidance to be consistent with the 
emissions summary table. 
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Outside emission 

boundary  

Excluded 

Roads and landscape 

Third party events at 

City of Sydney facilities  

Waste from tenancies 

not serviced by City of 

Sydney 

Construction materials 

and services 

Horticulture and 

agriculture 

Machinery and vehicles 

Products 

 

 

Quantified 

Accommodation and facilities 

Electricity 

Food 

Office equipment and 

supplies 

Postage, courier and freight 

Professional services 

Refrigerants 

Stationary energy (gaseous 

fuels) 

Stationary energy (liquid 

fuels) 

Stationary energy (solid fuels) 

Transport (air) 

Transport (land and sea) 

Waste 

Water 

Working from home 

 

Non-quantified 

Business travel by public  

transport or rental vehicles 

 

City of Sydney Events  

(other than NYE) 

 

ICT services and equipment 

 

Minor outsourced  

activities 

 

Freight and transportation  

of purchased materials or  

goods 

 

Cleaning and chemicals 

Inside emissions boundary 

Optionally included  

Contractor fuel 

 



 

8 

City of Sydney 

 
4. EMISSIONS REDUCTIONS 

Emissions reduction strategy 

The City’s Environmental Strategy 2025-2030 includes the following targets and priorities that relate to 

carbon neutral operations under Direction 1: Resilient and efficient operations: 

Targets 

• 85% reduction in our operational emissions by 2030 from 2006 levels. 

• By June 2030 fossil gas eliminated from our operations. 

• 30% reduction in energy use by June 2030 from a FY2023 baseline. 

• 20% reduction in fleet emissions by June 2030 from FY2023 baseline and all light commercial 

and passenger vehicles 100% electric. 

Priorities 

• Priority 1. Reduce direct operational emissions and energy use by electrifying our buildings and 

fleet. 

• Priority 2. Deliver environmental sustainability through responsible asset planning and 

management. 

• Priority 4. Practise sustainable procurement to reduce supply chain emissions and create circular 

economy opportunities. 

Progress toward our targets is publicly disclosed in the City’s annual Green Report. 

Emissions reduction actions 

Our operational target is to cut emissions by 85% from 2006 levels by 2030. This target doesn’t include 

offsets. Our 2024-25 operational emissions have dropped 78% since the baseline year, and increased 

reduction of 2% from the previous year. 

We continue to take action to reduce our emissions through electrification of our buildings and fleet, 

efficiency upgrades, using renewable electricity, and other initiatives.  

Our emissions reduction activities are complemented by actions to restore nature which includes additional 

park space, tree canopy growth, and an increase in the number of high-quality regenerative offsets. 

Avoid and reduce 

We achieve energy and emissions savings in our buildings, plant and equipment, and public lighting 

through efficiency upgrades and electrification. We are removing gas from our properties and switching to 

electric alternatives including heating in aquatic centres and gas appliances in our kitchens, in line with our 

pledge to the Global Cooksafe Coalition.  

Where available we use lower global warming potential refrigerants in our heating and cooling systems, 

and all our new buildings will be fully electric with no new fossil fuel connections.  

https://www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/strategies-action-plans/environmental-strategy
https://www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/research-reports/green-reports
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Reducing travel-related emissions 

Our travel policy requires employees to prioritise walking, cycling and public transport for work trips. 

Employees use our fleet of e-bikes, e-cargo bikes and pedal bikes at Town Hall House and Alexandra 

Canal Depot. We offer training to build confidence and improve safety. 

We prioritise use of our electric vehicles when employees require a car. We ensure our trucks and utes are 

the right size for the job. We carry out trials of new electric vehicles and watch the market closely, so we’re 

ready to transition our vehicles. We encourage our contractors to do the same.  

Renewable energy 

We’ve installed more than 2 megawatts of solar panels, supplying electricity directly where it’s used. We 

purchase 100% renewable electricity through a ten year power purchase agreement that began in 2020.  
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5. EMISSIONS SUMMARY  

Emissions over time 

Emissions since base year 

  
Total tCO2-e  
(without uplift) 

Base year:   2005-06 52,972 

Year 1: 2009-10 50,030 

Year 2: 2010-11 48,336 

Year 3: 2011-12 46,701 

Year 4: 2012-13 43,945 

Year 5: 2013-14 40,769 

Year 6: 2014-15 40,204 

Year 7: 2015-16 39,566 

Year 8: 2016-17 39,600 

Year 9: 2017-18 39,653 

Year 10: 2018-19 39,354 

Year 11: 2019-20 36,459 

Year 12: 2020-21 12,666 

Year 13: 2021-22 12,144 

Year 14: 2022-23 13,515 

Year 15:   2023-24 12,554 

Year 16: 2024-25 11,720 

 

Significant changes in emissions 

 
Significant changes in emissions 

Emission source 
Previous year 

emissions 
(t CO2-e) 

Current year 
emissions 
(t CO2-e) 

Reason for change 

Natural Gas 

NSW/ACT (metro) 

(GJ) 

4577.26 3347.72 

The City is phasing out the use of natural 

gas in its operations and using renewable 

electricity instead. 

Use of Climate Active carbon neutral products, services, buildings or 
precincts  

 

Certified brand name Product/Service/Building/Precinct used 

N/A N/A 
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Emissions summary  

The electricity summary is available in Appendix B. Electricity emissions were calculated using a market-

based approach. 

Emission Source 
Scope 1 

emissions 
(tCO2-e) 

Scope 2 
emissions 
(tCO2-e) 

Scope 3 
emissions 
(tCO2-e) 

Total emissions 
(t CO2-e) 

Accommodation and facilities 0.00 0.00 8.78 8.78 

Electricity 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Food 0.00 0.00 140.65 140.65 

Office equipment and 

supplies 
0.00 0.00 4.79 4.79 

Postage, courier and freight 0.00 0.00 62.93 62.93 

Professional services 0.00 0.00 865.25 865.25 

Refrigerants 541.06 0.00 0.00 541.06 

Stationary energy (gaseous 

fuels) 
2,669.17 0.00 678.56 3347.72 

Stationary energy (liquid 

fuels) 
0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Stationary energy (solid 

fuels) 
0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Transport (air) 0.00 0.00 46.19 46.19 

Transport (land and sea) 3,904.71 0.00 1563.59 5468.30 

Waste 0.00 0.00 327.62 327.62 

Water 0.00 0.00 683.10 683.10 

Working from home 0.00 0.00 223.28 223.28 

Grand Total 7,114.94 0.00 4604.74 11,719.68 

Uplift factors  

An uplift factor is an upwards adjustment to the total carbon inventory to account for relevant emissions 

that cannot be reasonably quantified or estimated. This conservative accounting approach helps ensure 

the integrity of the carbon neutral claim. 

Reason for uplift factor tCO2-e 

Total of all uplift factors (tCO2-e) n/a 

Total emissions footprint to offset (tCO2-e)  
(total emissions from summary table + total of all uplift factors) 

11,719.68 
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6. CARBON OFFSETS 

Eligible offsets retirement summary 

 

Offsets retired for Climate Active certification 

Type of offset unit Quantity used for this reporting period Percentage of total units used 

Australian Carbon Credit Units (ACCUs) 4450 37.97% 

Verified Carbon Units (VCUs) 5270 44.97% 

Verified Emissions Reductions (VERs) 2000 17.06% 

 

 

Project name 

Type 
of 

offset 
unit 

Registry 
Date 

retired 
Serial number Vintage 

Total 
quantity 
retired 

Quantity 
used in 

previous 
reporting 
periods 

Quantity 
banked 

for future 
reporting 
periods 

Quantity 
used for 

this 
reporting 

period 

Percentage 
of total used 
this reporting 

period 

Prince Regent NP - 
Savanna Burning 

Project Kimberley, WA 
ACCU ANREU 4/05/2026 9032072419 - 9032076383 2024-25 3965 0 0 3965 33.83% 

Prince Regent NP - 
Savanna Burning 

Project Kimberley, WA 
ACCU ANREU 4/05/2026 9032071934 - 9032072418 2024-25 485 0 0 485 4.14% 

100 MW Solar project in 
Bhadla in Rajasthan.  

VCU 
Verra 

Registry 
30/03/2026 

8856-49512770-49512839-
VCS-VCU-1491-VER-IN-1-

1842-01012019-31122019-0 
2019 70 0 0 70 0.60% 
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100 MW Solar project in 
Bhadla in Rajasthan. 

VCU 
Verra 

Registry 
30/03/2026 

8856-49512844-49514043-
VCS-VCU-1491-VER-IN-1-

1842-01012019-31122019-0 
2019 1200 0 0 1200 10.24% 

100 MW Solar project in 
Bhadla in Rajasthan. 

VCU 
Verra 

Registry 
30/03/2026 

8856-49508770-49512769-
VCS-VCU-1491-VER-IN-1-

1842-01012019-31122019-0 
2019 4000 0 0 4000 34.13% 

Energy Efficient Stoves 
Program - CPA1 

VER 

Gold 
Standard 
Impact 

Registry 

30/03/2026 
GS1-1-ET-GS11147-16-2023-

27822-12282-14281 
2023 2000 0 0 2000 17.06% 

Co-benefits 

• Prince Regent project Kimberley, WA - Savanna burning results in Cultural, language, environmental, economic, training, ownership, and access to Country benefits. 

• 100 MW Solar Project in Rajasthan - Energy security, employment, and local economic development benefits. 

• Energy Efficient Stoves Program - Health benefits and avoided forest loss benefits.  
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7. RENEWABLE ENERGY CERTIFICATE (REC) SUMMARY  

Renewable Energy Certificate (REC) summary 

 

1. Large-scale Generation certificates (LGCs)* 23,115 

2. Other RECs 
0 

* LGCs in this table only include those surrendered voluntarily (including PPA arrangements) and does not include those surrendered in relation to the LRET, GreenPower, or jurisdictional 

renewables.  

 

Project supported by 

LGC purchase 

Project 

location 

Eligible 

unit type 
Registry Surrender date Accreditation code 

Certificate 

serial number 

Generation 

year 
Fuel source Quantity (MWh) 

Bomen Solar Farm 
NSW, 

Australia 
LGC REC Registry 10/07/2025 SRPVNSR0 71850-72532 2024 Solar 683 

Sapphire Wind Farm 
NSW, 

Australia 
LGC REC Registry 10/07/2025 WD00NS13 405951-415387 2024 Wind 9,437 

Sapphire Wind Farm 
NSW, 

Australia 
LGC REC Registry 10/07/2025 WD00NS13 284873-285381 2024 Wind 509 

Sapphire Wind Farm 
NSW, 

Australia 
LGC REC Registry 1/09/2026 WD00NS13 112185-119722 2025 Wind 7,538 

Sapphire Wind Farm 
NSW, 

Australia 
LGC REC Registry 1/09/2026 WD00NS13 15949-17897 2025 Wind 1,949 

Bomen Solar Farm 
NSW, 

Australia 
LGC REC Registry 1/09/2026 SRPVNSR0 100550-103548 2025 Solar 2,999 

Total LGCs surrendered this report and used in this report 23,115 
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APPENDIX A: ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

N/A 
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APPENDIX B: ELECTRICITY SUMMARY 

There are two international best-practice methods for calculating electricity emissions – the location-based 

method and the market-based method. Reporting electricity emissions under both methods is called dual 

reporting. 

Dual reporting of electricity emissions is useful, as it provides different perspectives of the emissions 

associated with a business’s electricity usage. 

Location-based method: 

The location-based method provides a picture of a business’s electricity emissions in the context of its 

location, and the emissions intensity of the electricity grid it relies on. It reflects the average emissions 

intensity of the electricity grid in the location (State) in which energy consumption occurs. The location-

based method does not allow for any claims of renewable electricity from grid-imported electricity usage. 

Market-based method: 

The market-based method provides a picture of a business’s electricity emissions in the context of its 

renewable energy investments. It reflects the emissions intensity of different electricity products, markets 

and investments. It uses a residual mix factor (RMF) to allow for unique claims on the zero emissions 

attribute of renewables without double-counting.  

For this certification, electricity emissions have been set by using the market-based approach. 
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Market-based approach summary        

Market-based approach  Activity Data (kWh) 
Emissions  
(kg CO2-e) 

Renewable 
percentage of 

total 

Behind the meter consumption of renewable electricity 
generated 

429,732 0 1% 

Total non-grid renewable electricity  429,732 0 1% 

LGC Purchased and retired (kWh) (including PPAs) 23,115,000 0 75% 

GreenPower 1,723,000 0 6% 

Climate Active precinct/building (voluntary renewables) 0 0 0% 

Precinct/Building (LRET) 0 0 0% 

Precinct/Building jurisdictional renewables (LGCS 
surrendered) 

0 0 0% 

Electricity products (voluntary renewables) 0 0 0% 

Electricity products (LRET) 0 0 0% 

Electricity products jurisdictional renewables (LGCs 
surrendered) 

0 0 0% 

Jurisdictional renewables (LGCs surrendered)  0 0 0% 

Jurisdictional renewables (LRET) (applied to ACT grid 
electricity)  

0 0 0% 

Large Scale Renewable Energy Target (applied to grid 
electricity only)  5,524,381 

0 18% 

Residual Electricity  -298 -274 0% 

Total renewable electricity (grid + non grid) 30,792,113 0 100% 

Total grid electricity  30,362,083 0 99% 

Total electricity (grid + non grid) 30,791,815 0 010% 

Percentage of residual electricity consumption under 
operational control 100% 

  

Residual electricity consumption under operational 
control -298 -274 

 

    Scope 2 -263 -242 
 

    Scope 3 (includes T&D emissions from consumption 
under operational control) -36 -33 

 

Residual electricity consumption not under 
operational control 

0 0  

    Scope 3 0 0 . 

 

Total renewables (grid and non-grid) 
100.00% 

Mandatory  17.94% 

Voluntary  80.66% 

Behind the meter  1.40% 

Residual scope 2 emissions (t CO2-e) -0.24 

Residual scope 3 emissions (t CO2-e) -0.03 

Scope 2 emissions liability (adjusted for already offset carbon neutral electricity) (t CO2-e) 
0.00 

Scope 3 emissions liability (adjusted for already offset carbon neutral electricity) (t CO2-e) 

0.00 

Total emissions liability (t CO2-e) 

0.00 

Figures may not sum to total due to rounding. Renewable percentage can be above 100%   

 

 



 

18 

City of Sydney 

Location-based approach summary  

Location-based approach  Activity Data 
(kWh) total 

Under operational control Not under 
operational control 

Percentage of grid 
electricity consumption 
under operational control 

100% (kWh) 
Scope 2 

Emissions 
(kgCO2-e) 

Scope 3 
Emissions 
(kgCO2-e) 

(kWh) 
Scope 3 

Emissions 
(kgCO2-e) 

ACT 0 0 0 0 0 0 

NSW 30,362,083 30,362,083 20,038,975 1,214,483 0 0 

SA 0 0 0 0 0 0 

VIC 0 0 0 0 0 0 

QLD 0 0 0 0 0 0 

NT 0 0 0 0 0 0 

WA  0 0 0 0 0 0 

TAS 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Grid electricity (scope 2 and 
3)  

30,362,083 30,362,083 20,038,975 1,214,483 
0 0 

ACT 0 0 0 0   

NSW 429,732 429,732 0 0   

SA 0 0 0 0   

VIC 0 0 0 0   

QLD 0 0 0 0   

NT 0 0 0 0   

WA  0 0 0 0   

TAS 0 0 0 0   

Non-grid electricity (behind 
the meter) 

429,732 429,732 0 0   

Total electricity (grid + non 
grid) 

30,791,815 
   

  

 

Residual scope 2 emissions (t CO2-e) 20,038.97 

Residual scope 3 emissions (t CO2-e) 1,214.48 

Scope 2 emissions liability (adjusted for already offset carbon neutral electricity) (t CO2-e) 20,038.97 

Scope 3 emissions liability (adjusted for already offset carbon neutral electricity) (t CO2-e) 1,214.48 

Total emissions liability  
21,253.46 
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Operations in Climate Active buildings and precincts   
Operations in Climate Active buildings and precincts  Electricity consumed in 

Climate Active certified 
building/precinct (kWh) 

Emissions  
(kg CO2-e) 

N/A 0 0 

Climate Active carbon neutral electricity is not renewable electricity. These electricity emissions have been offset by another Climate 
Active member through their building or precinct certification. This electricity consumption is also included in the market based and 
location-based summary tables. Any electricity that has been sourced as renewable electricity by the building/precinct under the 
market-based method is outlined as such in the market-based summary table. 

 

Climate Active carbon neutral electricity products     
Climate Active carbon neutral electricity product used  Electricity claimed from 

Climate Active electricity 
products (kWh) 

Emissions  
(kg CO2-e) 

N/A 0 0 

Climate Active carbon neutral electricity is not renewable electricity. These electricity emissions have been offset by another Climate 
Active member through their electricity product certification. This electricity consumption is also included in the market based and 
location-based summary tables. Any electricity that has been sourced as renewable electricity by the electricity product under the 
market-based method is outlined as such in the market-based summary table. 
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APPENDIX C: INSIDE EMISSIONS BOUNDARY  

Non-quantified emission sources 

The following emissions sources have been assessed as relevant, are captured within the emissions 

boundary, but are not measured (quantified) in the carbon inventory. They have been non-quantified due 

to one of the following reasons:  

1. Immaterial <1% for individual items and no more than 5% collectively 

2. Cost effective Quantification is not cost effective relative to the size of the emission but uplift applied. 

3. Data unavailable Data is unavailable but uplift applied. A data management plan must be put in place 

to provide data within 5 years.  

4. Maintenance Initial emissions non-quantified but repairs and replacements quantified.  

 

Relevant non-quantified emission sources Justification reason 

City of Sydney Events (other than NYE) Immaterial 

ICT services and equipment. Immaterial 

Minor outsourced activities Immaterial 

Freight and transportation of purchased materials or goods. Immaterial 

Cleaning and chemicals Immaterial 

 

Data management plan for non-quantified sources  

There are no non-quantified sources in the emission boundary that require a data management plan.  
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APPENDIX D: OUTSIDE EMISSIONS BOUNDARY 

Excluded emission sources 

The below emission sources have been assessed as not relevant to this organisation’s operations and are 

outside of its emissions boundary. These emissions are not part of the carbon neutral claim. Emission 

sources considered for relevance must be included within the certification boundary if they meet two of the 

five relevance criteria. Those which only meet one condition of the relevance test can be excluded from 

the certification boundary.  

Emissions tested for relevance are detailed below against each of the following criteria: 

1. Size The emissions from a particular source are likely to be large relative to the organisation’s 

electricity, stationary energy and fuel emissions. 

2. Influence The responsible entity has the potential to influence the reduction of emissions from a 

particular source. 

3. Risk The emissions from a particular source contribute to the organisation’s greenhouse gas risk 

exposure. 

4. Stakeholders Key stakeholders deem the emissions from a particular source are relevant. 

5. Outsourcing The emissions are from outsourced activities previously undertaken within the 

organisation’s boundary, or from outsourced activities typically undertaken within the boundary for 

comparable organisations. 
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Excluded emissions sources summary 

Emission sources 
tested for relevance  
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Justification 

Roads and landscape 
 

Y 
 

N N N N 

Size: The size of embodied energy of roads and landscape materials might be material to the City’s emissions. The City 
works to reduce this source of emissions by renovating and reusing structures rather than demolishing them; considering 
options to reduce the amount of concrete we use; choosing low carbon concrete where available; and including recycled 
content in our asphalt. We also advocate and participation in groups like the Materials Embodied Carbon Leadership 
Alliance (MECLA). 
 
Influence: The City procures significantly lower volumes of materials compared to major developers and infrastructure 
providers who have far greater market influence.  
 
Risk: At present there are no relevant laws or regulations that apply to limit emissions specifically from this source. 
 
Stakeholders: No stakeholder feedback has been received in relation to this emissions source. Accurately quantifying this 
emissions source is also challenging.  
 
Outsourcing: The City has not previously included this activity within our emissions boundary and comparable 
organisations do not typically include this activity on the basis that it is scope 3 (i.e. these are scope 1 emissions of 
suppliers). 

Third party  
events at City of  
Sydney facilities 

 
N 

 
N 

 
N 

 
N 

 
N 

Size: The emissions from third party events at the City’s facilities are immaterial especially given that City venues use 100 
per cent renewable electricity. 
 
Influence: The City does not have operational control and the potential to greatly influence the emissions from this source.  
 
Risk: There are no relevant laws or regulations that apply to limit emissions specifically from this source.  
 
Stakeholders: Key stakeholders, including the public, are unlikely to consider this a material source of emissions for our 
operations.  
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Emission sources 
tested for relevance  
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Justification 

Outsourcing: The City has not previously included this activity within our emissions boundary and comparable 
organisations do not typically undertake this activity within their boundary. 
 

Waste from  
tenancies not  
serviced by City  
of Sydney 

 
N 

 
N 

 
N 

 
N 

 
N 

Size: The emissions from waste produced by tenants at the City properties that is not serviced by the City is considered to 
be immaterial to the City’s operational emissions. 
 
Influence: The City does not have operational control and the potential to influence the emissions from this source.  
 
Risk: There are no relevant laws or regulations that apply to limit emissions specifically from this source.  
 
Stakeholders: Key stakeholders, including the public, are unlikely to consider this a relevant source of emissions for our 
business.  
 
Outsourcing: The City has not previously included this activity within our emissions boundary and comparable 
organisations do not typically undertake this activity within their boundary. 
 

Construction materials 
and services 

 
Y 
 

N N N N 

Size: The size of embodied carbon of construction materials and services might be material to the City’s emissions. The City 
works to reduce this source of emissions by renovating and reusing structures rather than demolishing them; considering 
options to reduce the amount of concrete we use; choosing low carbon concrete where available. We also advocate and 
participation in groups like the Materials Embodied Carbon Leadership Alliance (MECLA). 
 
Influence: The City procures significantly lower volumes of materials compared to major developers and infrastructure 
providers who have far greater market influence.  
 
Risk: At present there are no relevant laws or regulations that apply to limit emissions specifically from this source. 
 
Stakeholders: No stakeholder feedback has been received in relation to this emissions source. Accurately quantifying this 
emissions source is also challenging.  
 
Outsourcing: The City has not previously included this activity within our emissions boundary and comparable 
organisations do not typically include this activity on the basis that it is scope 3 (i.e. these are scope 1 emissions of 
suppliers). 



 

24 

City of Sydney 

 

 

Emission sources 
tested for relevance  

S
iz

e
 

In
fl

u
e
n

c
e

 

R
is

k
 

S
ta

k
e
h

o
ld

e
rs

 

O
u

ts
o

u
rc

in
g

 

Justification 

Horticulture and 
agriculture 
 

N Y N N N 

Size: Sydney City Farm is an urban agriculture project in Sydney Park for people to learn about urban agriculture and 
sustainable food production. The scale of this emissions source is considered immaterial to the City of Sydney total reported 
emissions.  
 
Influence: The City of Sydney can influence operations of Sydney City Farm. 
 
Risk: Not considered high risk. 
 
Stakeholders:  No stakeholder feedback has been received in relation to this emissions source 
 
Outsourcing:  The emissions impact has not been outsourced to another entity(s). 

Machinery and vehicles Y N N N N 

Size: The embodied carbon of machinery and vehicles may be significant. 
 
Influence: City of Sydney influence is negligible to the scale of systemic market transformation required. 
 
Risk:  Not considered high risk. 
 
Stakeholders:  No stakeholder feedback has been received in relation to this emissions source 
 
Outsourcing:   The emissions impact has not been outsourced to another entity(s). 

Products N Y N N N 

Size:  The scale of this emissions source is considered immaterial to the City of Sydney total reported emissions.  
 
Influence:  The City of Sydney can influence the products it purchases. 
 
Risk:  Not considered high risk. 
 
Stakeholders:  No stakeholder feedback has been received in relation to this emissions source 
 
Outsourcing:   The emissions impact has not been outsourced to another entity(s). 
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